Introduction
1 State the marker examined, the study objectives, and any prespecified hypotheses. 
Materials and methods

16
For key multivariable analyses, report estimated effects (e.g.
hazard ratio) with confidence intervals for the marker and, at least for the final model, all other variables in the model.
17
Among reported results, provide estimated effects with confidence intervals from an analysis in which the marker and standard prognostic variables are included, regardless of their statistical significance.
18
If done, report results of further investigations, such as checking assumptions, sensitivity analyses, and internal validation.
Discussion
19
Interpret the results in the context of the prespecified hypotheses and other relevant studies; include a discussion of limitations of the study.
20
Discuss implications for future research and clinical value.
